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R3 Amendment: The National NASA EPSCoR has released two additional research topics 
for the Rapid Response Research (R3) opportunity originally released Sept. 27, 2019 
 
 
An amendment to the NASA EPSCoR Rapid Response Research (R3) Cooperative 
Agreement Notice (CAN) solicitation was released by the National NASA EPSCoR Office.  
 
A new Appendix G has been added to the original solicitation with two new topics PIs may 
respond to: 
  

• Topic 1-OCHMO: Post Flight MRI/MRV (Amendment No.2)  
• Topic 2-OCHMO: Part Two: Drugs/Devices Lowering Intracranial Pressure and 

CSF (Amendment No.2)  
 

Topic 1_Post Flight MRI/MRV: In astronauts that have signs of VIIP/SANS performing 
postflight MRI/MRV to identify brain edema, clots that may have occurred in the collecting 
system on the central nervous system, and correlating those findings to a spinal pressure would 
be extremely useful clinically. We do not yet know the degree of edema, how that correlates to 
the intracranial pressure, and if there are any clots in the collecting system. The bulk of the 
collecting system is behind the skull and not visible with ultrasound. Doing this with MRI/MRV 
would be extremely useful clinically.  
 
Topic 2_Part Two-We are looking for a treatment using drug(s) or mechanical devices which 
lowers intracranial pressure and CSF fluid in the brain. Ideally, we would want to trial this on the 
ground. So dovetailing to the study above, we would want to first do the MRI/MRV and spinal 
pressure on a returning astronaut with known symptoms of VIIP/SANS. Then we would want to 
give the drug for ten to 14 days and then repeat the MRI/MRV and spinal pressure to look for 
changes. 
 
Due Dates (exclusively for Topics 1 and 2 in Appendix G) 
NOI: Friday, January 3, 2020, 5:00 pm (MDT). 
Proposal: January 13, 2020, 5:00 pm (MDT). 
 
Important Notices: 
 
This solicitation amendment only pertains to the two new topics (1 and 2) in Appendix G. We 
will not accept new NOIs or proposals for the previously solicited topics (Appendices A-D). 
Additionally, all due dates for the previously solicited topics remain the same. 
 
It is important that you communicate with the NASA contacts as soon as possible to ensure that 
your research idea meets the goals of the new research topics. You must communicate with the 
appropriate NASA Topic Area Point of Contact prior to submission of the NOI. Failure to do so 
will disqualify your proposal from being considered for submission. 
 
Other than the two new topics and the due dates exclusively for these two topics, the solicitation 
remains unchanged as previously released.  

https://nspires.nasaprs.com/external/viewrepositorydocument/cmdocumentid=723101/solicitationId=%7B9CB89F2B-D428-3C7B-A97F-2348F2377E5A%7D/viewSolicitationDocument=1/Amendment%202%20and%203%20to%20the%20%20ESPCoR%20Rapid%20Response%20Research.docx.pdf
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Please read the updated information below for more details. 
 
All NOIs will be reviewed as quickly as possible. If only one PI submits a NOI for a particular 
topic, that PI will be given immediate notice to proceed to full proposal development. If multiple 
PIs submit a NOI for a particular topic, they will first be asked if they would be willing to 
collaborate. If they cannot collaborate, members of the NM NASA EPSCoR Technical Advisory 
Committee will review the NOIs and select one to proceed to full proposal development. Email 
your NOI to kcoogler@ad.nmsu.edu and copy poemig@ad.nmsu.edu by January 3, 2020, 5:00 
pm (MDT). Please refer to the original Application Guidelines for more details, NOI section 
requirements, and budget table sample.  
Proposal due date to the NM NASA EPSCoR Office – exclusively for Topic 22 and 23 – is 
January 13, 2020, 5:00 pm (MDT).  
 
NASA Contacts are:  
Dr. James D. Polk, Chief Health and Medical Officer, NASA HQ (james.d.polk@nasa.gov; 202-
358-1959)  
Dr. Victor S. Schneider, Enterprise Scientist – Medical Research Officer, NASA HQ 
(vschneider@nasa.gov; 202-358-2204)  
 
It is important that you communicate with the NASA contacts as soon as possible to ensure that 
your research idea meets the goals of the new research topics. You must communicate with the 
appropriate NASA Topic Area Point of Contact prior to submission of the NOI. Failure to do so 
will disqualify your proposal from being considered for submission.  
 
NOI and Proposal Information: Other than the new topics (stated above) and the due dates 
exclusively for these two topics (stated above), the solicitation remains unchanged as previously 
released.  
 
NM NASA EPSCoR Contact Information:  
NM NASA EPSCoR Program Director 
Paulo Oemig, Ph.D. 
poemig@ad.nmsu.edu 
 
NM NASA EPSCoR Program Specialist 
Kristi Hawman 
kcoogler@ad.nmsu.edu 
575-646-6414 
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